
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTERN MONTANA WALK SPONSORSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 

As a member of the Emmaus community, who has gone through the 
“Walk”, you have the opportunity and the privilege to sponsor a new 
Pilgrim.  Sponsorship is an act of love for God, for the Pilgrim, for the 
Emmaus Community, and for the church.  Many communities take 
sponsorship for granted; they assume that everyone knows the “how 
and why” of sponsorship.  Yet sponsorship is the most important job 
in Emmaus. It is more than just “signing up people”. The quality of 
your sponsorship influences the Pilgrim, our Emmaus community, 
and our churches. 

Sponsorship is assuming a lot more responsibility than merely 
completing the application form.  Good sponsorship begins with 
prayerfully determining who to invite to the Western MT. Walk to 
Emmaus. Before extending an invitation to a Pilgrim, read the 
following pages to determine if you can thoughtfully assume the 
responsibilities of sponsorship.  (There is a quick view of a Sponsor 
Checklist on the last page of this packet) 

 

 

 



 

HOW DO I SELECT A PILGRIM? 

Remember that Emmaus is about building Christian leaders - not about evangelism.  

 Individuals to consider sponsoring to the Walk to Emmaus should already be active members involved 
in a Christian church. Consider that they are: 

1. willing to grow and move forward in their journey of faith  
2. aware that God can make and has made a difference in their life. 
3. willing to bring new vision, commitment, and understanding back to their congregations 

 Individuals who have recently experienced death in the family, severe grief, job loss, family separation, 
divorce, or are the primary care-givers of a terminal family member should be invited at a later time. 
The Walk to Emmaus® is not designed to address their needs. Generally, these individuals may be 
currently consumed by life’s circumstances and they are unable to give full attention to the message 
and experience of Emmaus. 

 Persons who are marginal Christians or non-Christian should not be sponsored. The Walk to Emmaus® 
addresses issues of mature faith and assumes participants already have a relationship with Christ 
Jesus.  

 Talk to your candidate’s pastor to see if they are ready for the Walk. 

As you can see, knowing these matters require more than a casual relationship with the individual. Wise 
sponsorship is purposeful and prayerful; unwise sponsorship is haphazard and undiscerning.  

 
NEXT STEPS 
 

1. The Invitation:  Issue the invitation by explaining the Walk to Emmaus® to the individual and spouse (if 
married). Perhaps you may wish to guide the individual(s) through the Western MT Walk website 
www.WesternMTWalk.com. When you extend an invitation, invite the person to attend for the sake of a 
more vital relationship with Jesus Christ, not just an event to go to for fun and relaxing. Explain the 
basic elements of the Walk, its purpose, and follow-up activities such as the Gatherings and Fourth 
Day, which help us live in grace for the rest of our lives. Take the attitude that you are offering the 
person a wonderful gift rather than that they need to go.  Assure them that, as a sponsor, you will 
provide help to them.  Never push someone to attend.  A potential sponsor need not feel like a failure if 
a prospect says no. Perhaps the timing is not right. Perhaps God will renew the person in another way. 
Give them information about the application process. 

 Financial Considerations: The 72-hour weekend fee is $110.00 which covers accommodations, 
food, and supplies. You may wish to help your candidate with the fee or a contribution to cover 
the costs. This is tax deductible.  

 No one should be denied the Walk because of a lack of money. Communicate with the 
Treasurer and/or Lay Director about any scholarship needs. 
 

2. How Much to Share:  While a Pilgrim may not know what questions to ask, you do not need to tell 
them everything that will occur during the three days. However, keep in mind there are no secrets!  
Saying to a Pilgrim that you can’t tell them anything about the Walk potentially creates unnecessary 
suspicion and anxiety. There is no reason to shroud the event in secrecy. This practice has probably 
done more harm to the movement than people realize. You can share many things about Emmaus 
without revealing some of the unique, meaningful, and loving surprises and experiences. Here are 
some suggested items to cover with a Pilgrim. 

 
 
 
 



 
• There are fifteen presentations (five each day) dealing with subjects like setting priorities, 

serving God in everyday situations, how to be a disciple, and how to persevere in faith. 
Encourage note taking. 

• There is time spent in discussing these presentations and time for praying. 
• There is plenty of good food, singing, laughter, fun, and fellowship. 
• Discuss sleeping and showering arrangements with your Pilgrim. A list of suggested items to 

bring is included with the Pilgrim’s assignment letter. 
• No contact with family or business is expected except, of course, for emergencies. 
• Tell how each weekend is unique, but each person seems to find exactly what God wants that 

person to experience. Don’t try to prejudge what a person’s needs are or what someone will get 
out of the Walk to Emmaus.  

3. The Application:   Ask the person to make a commitment by filling out the application form. If the 
person is married, speak with both partners and encourage an equal commitment by both. ALL parts of 
the application must be completed and signed.  Complete the Sponsor’s page # 2 in private after the 
Pilgrim candidate has completed page #1.  Take responsibility for submitting the application and fee to 
the Walk by appropriate deadline.  Make a copy of the Application. 

4. Agape Letter Preparation:  One of the most moving aspects of the weekend is the Pilgrim’s reading of 
letters written by friends and family expressing love for the Pilgrim.  As a sponsor, you are responsible 
for getting at least 7 or more letters. Here are some helpful ways to begin the process early: 

 From your copy of the application, get the names of the “emergency contact” and the “family 
member” listed. Contact them by phone, email, or regular mail and ask that they give you the 
names and addresses, or email addresses of the Pilgrim’s family and friends who would be 
willing to take part in this special event of the weekend.  Sample letters/emails are at the end of 
this packet.  Ask them for a time that you can expect the list since everyone will be contacted 
and given time to respond.  Call them again if they pass their deadline. 

 The Pilgrim needs at least 7 or more letters so try to request more than that for those folks who 
do not respond. A 2 for 1 ratio is a safe assumption. Not all people will write.   

 For those who send emails, print them out on nice paper and put them in an envelope. For all 
agape letters, place them in an envelope with the Pilgrim’s first and last name clearly printed on 
the outside of the envelope.  

 You need to have the letters to you by the week before the Walk so you can call key people to 
remind them if necessary. 

 Put all letters in a large 8X10 envelope and put the Pilgrim’s name on the outside to easily 
deliver to the Walk team. 

5. Pilgrim Needs While at the Walk: Support the pilgrim's family by house-sitting, baby-sitting, feeding 
pets, watering plants, or just checking in with a spouse to see if any help is needed. 

 
6. Arrange for the Pilgrim to be taken to the Walk:  Make driving arrangements, food enroute, personal 

supplies delivered to the Walk, etc.   Make sure you arrange transportation home. 

7. Support the Walk:   Aside from your prayer for the Pilgrim and their family, take part through your 
participation in the prayer vigil and your presence at Sendoff, Candlelight, and Sunday Closing.  Sign 
up for the 72-hour prayer vigil.  Make Agape gifts if possible. If you see your Pilgrim, don’t ask “how is it 
going?” or “how are you doing?” just let them know that you love them.  

8. After the Weekend:  Help your Pilgrim find a Fourth Day group, bring them to a Gathering, encourage 
their participation in the Walk to Emmaus Community and apply for the next team.  

 

 



SPONSORSHIP CHECKLIST 

 

 Information has been given to my new pilgrim about the weekend 
o ____ What the weekend is all about- what to expect 
o ____ Sleeping arrangements 
o ____ Transportations to and from the weekend arranged 

 Application 
o ____ Fully completed in timely manner 
o ____ Financial arrangements completed 
o ____ Forwarded to Treasurer/Lay Director with fee 

 Special help my new pilgrim may need 
o ____ Baby-sitter 
o ____ House-sitter 
o ____ Mail/newspapers 
o ____ Support of spouse in my pilgrim’s absence 
o ____ Other needs 

 Written Agape Letters 
o ____  Contact list obtained & Letters requested 
o ____  Letters collected (7 or more) and clearly marked in plain envelope 
o ____  All letters ready to submit, including my own letter 

 My Agape 
o ____ Agape gifts/decorations made  
o ____ 72-hour Prayer vigil time 

 My Attendance at 
o ____ Sponsor’s Hour on Thursday night 
o ____ Candlelight on Saturday night 
o ____ Closing on Sunday afternoon 
o ____ If an emergency prevents my attendance, I have provided for someone else to 

attend in my place. 

 Post-Walk 
o ____ Contact with pilgrim the day after closing 
o ____ Dates of Gatherings with pilgrims ________________ 
o ____ Reunion group? 
o ____ Dates and locations of Fourth Day groups 
o ____ Assist pilgrim with Evaluation Sheet if needed 
o ____ Assist the new pilgrim in his/her own sponsorship efforts 
o ____ Dates of next Walk to work on Action Team with pilgrim 

 
 
 
 

 

 



LETTER TO EMERGENCY CONTACT OR FRIEND LISTED  

 

DATE 

 

Dear _____, 

 

I am sponsoring ______ to a wonderful weekend of fellowship, fun, pampering, singing, praying, and 

discussion groups at an event called the Walk to Emmaus.  On her application for the weekend you have been 

named as her emergency contact.  OR (On her application for the weekend you have been named as her family 

or friend who does not reside with her).  I need your help. 

 

Attached, you will see the letter that I would like to send to as many friends and family that you can think of, 

including you!   Would you please help me with this loving surprise for her?   Please send me the names and 

addresses or e-mail contacts and I will send them each the letter that is attached.    As her sponsor I want her to 

receive an overwhelming number of letters. 

 

We only have a little over a month so time is important.  (It slips away so fast) 

 

I will call you in about a week to make sure that you received this communication and I look forward to our 

little “loving conspiracy” in honor of ____. 

 

Thanks, 

 

 

 

 SAMPLE LETTER TO SEND TO THE LIST OF NAMES 

CAN ALSO BE ATTACHED TO REQUEST LETTER ABOVE AS THE SAMPLE 

 

 
Date 

 

Dear Family and Friends of _______: (PILGRIM’S NAME) 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a weekend of spiritual renewal with many beautiful gifts and surprises.  One of the many surprises is the mail 

the attendees receive from their family and friends. 

 

_______ is participating in the Walk to Emmaus from ___date_____at  ________location_________. 

 

Would you write a letter of appreciation, stating what your relationship with ____ has meant and/or means to you?  You might want to 

recall some humorous or serious event that has been special to the two of you.  This is a letter of love.  Only ____ will read it. 

 

1. Put the letter into an envelope and seal it. 

2. Write ___’s first and last name on the envelope. 

3. Put the letter in a larger envelope and mail it to: ______________ 

4. Or, you may email the letter to___________. (I will respect your privacy by printing the letter and placing it immediately in 

an envelope and sealing it) 

 

Please return your letter to me as soon as possible but in any event, no later than ______ 

 

This should be a complete surprise, so please help make it special by keeping “mum” until the Walk is over.  Also, if you know others 

who might like to write a letter of love, please pass this letter along to them so that they will know how to do it.  I will check in with 

you in early April to see how you are coming along with your letter and/or securing more names to make this surprise really eventful! 

 

With much appreciation and enthusiasm for ____’s wonderful experience that you are helping to create. 

 

Sincerely,                


