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Christmas Blessings to you and yours as you reanticipate the birth of the Messiah and the visit of the Magi. Did you know the 12 days of

Christmas comes from these two events?  I am always surprised when people say the 12 days begins BEFORE the birth, when in actuality the

12th day coincides with Epiphany.  My prayer is that you will receive this newsletter during the 12 days of Christmas.

We have a lot to unpack!  Western MT Walk to Emmaus (W2E) held a very successful Face-to-Face Encounter this fall in Missoula. 

A hearty welcome to the newest members of our W2E community.

We have a new Webmaster!  Thank you Cassie Ilac for stepping into this position.

Have you wondered if you missed your ballot for the November elections?  You absolutely did not.  A vibrant W2E Community is strengthened

by good board development and a good W2E Board depends upon community involvement.  We are hoping to have ballots to you in the next

several weeks.

The 2019 Board Retreat

The Board of Directors for the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus held a weekend retreat at the Flathead Lake United

Methodist Camp on Friday, December 6th and Saturday, December 7th.  The members of the board shared meals, prayers and

communion, celebrations and concerns and fellowship together. Barb Blanchard conducted the training which focused on board

governance, board development and succession, roles and responsibilities, goal setting and much discussion on the state of our Walk

community.  This was the last board function for the year. The Class of 2019 members,  Rev. Janet Hernandez, Sandy Hudson, Mary

Ann Skrnich and Carol Tripp are rotating off the Board.  The remaining members of the Board include the Class of 2020 consisting of

Joey and Dean Diers , Dan Tripp, and Julie Whitney, and the class of 2021 which includes Tom Olson and Tony Rivera.  The board

appointed John Farley and David Reedy to complete the Class of 2021 as we had an unfilled position and a resignation.           

Normally elections to the board occurs in November.  The number one goal for the Board is to find four people from our

community who are willing to make a three-year commitment to serve on our Board of Directors.  We have contacted a number of

community members who the Board feels have the gifts and graces to be effective board members, but have yet to get a positive

response.  The Board needs four people to serve on the class of 2022, please consider serving on our Board of Directors.  We will

continue to work on board recruitment.  We will have the election once we have a minimum of four people who are willing to serve in

the class of 2022.                                                                                                                                                                                    

One other goal we identified for the upcoming year is to ensure the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus remains on positive

financial ground.  This means that we must have vigorous fund-raising to replace the loss of the Herbergers fund-raiser, which was the

source of 30% of our annual income.  Several ideas were discussed and will be pursued.                                                                     

Our final goal for 2020 is to strengthen and enhance the fourth day experience for our community. This is vital for the W2E

community to remain healthy and engaged.  We will continue this process at the upcoming team meetings beginning in January.     

After the retreat we enjoyed a tour of the Flathead United Methodist camp hosted by the camp manager, Rev. Steve Hermes. 

A short business meeting followed before we all headed to our homes.      

Dean Diers, Community Lay Director aka Western MT W2E Board Chair    
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And now a word from our respective Men's and Women's Lay Directors for 2020-- Respectively Tim Moore and Cherly Bauer:  First

up Tim because the Men's Walk occurs first . . .

Hello and welcome to the Walk to Emmaus 2020!

The team selection committee has been busy praying, talking and coming together to form the team for the 2020 men’s

walk which will be held on April 23 – 26 at Glacier Camp. I don’t know of a better place in the state to hold our retreat with beautiful

views of the lake and comfortable places that provide the opportunity for a rich and fulfilling experience.                                                 

If you have not filled out an application, please do so and mail to the EMMAUS P.O. Box in Missoula. You can also call me;

my information is below. We still have quite a few spaces to fill.  It has been my experience that working the walk can be as

rewarding as the first time attending the walk. Please join us as we prepare for the upcoming event.                                                  

Team meetings will be held at First United church in Missoula on January 18th and March 14th. Mission United Methodist

church out of St. Ignatius will be the host for the February 8th and April 4th meetings. Please note that the April meeting was

previously scheduled for April 11th, but it was pointed out that that is the day before Easter, so it was necessary to move it a week.

The meetings will start at 9:00 and be over by 4:00. As always we will pray, sing, eat and preview talks. Did I mention that we will

eat! That always seems to be a big part of what we do.                                                                                                                                          

It is never to early to be thinking and praying for and about the pilgrims, known and unknown. Please prayerfully consider

who you might sponsor for the walk this year. It is an important consideration and should not be done lightly. If you have questions

about sponsorship, feel free to call me or any of the board members.                                                                                                          

Also, if you have sponsored someone in the past, I would ask that you contact them now and see if they will work the walk

this year. I would love to see many new faces on the team, we can always use more help.                                                                     

Finally, I would request that you say a few prayers for the team and particularly for the lay directors.  Prayer always helps!  

 De Colores; 

Tim Moore: Men’s Lay Director 

1921 Virginia Dale St. 

Helena, MT 59601

406-461-4963

Women’s Lay Director Newsletter Message

Hi everyone!  As we turn our calendars to November, the team selection process, for both the 2020 Men’s and Women’s
Walk to Emmaus Weekends, is well underway!  The dates for these weekends are:  April 23-26 (Men) and April 30-May 3 (Women). 
If you are interested in working the weekend, please go to the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus website:  www.westernmtwalk.com
and download a Team application. If you are planning to sponsor someone download the Pilgrim application.  Please note the fees for
either working and/or sponsoring have increased slightly from previous years.  Remember too that scholarships are available.  Team
meetings begin in January and will continue through early April.

Please continue to keep our Sister in Christ, Melanie Melgren-Sidmore, in your thoughts and prayers.  Melanie had to step
down from serving as the 2020 Women’s Lay Director.  I have seen what a vital role she plays in this Emmaus community and how
much she loves working these weekends.  May God bless Melanie and her family.  In August, I was called and asked to step in to serve
as the Women’s Lay Director.  It is both a privilege and honor for me to serve in this role for our community.  My life has been blessed
by so many of you answering our Lord’s call by saying “Yes, I will serve.” Whether it will be through your working in a position
during the Walk to Emmaus weekend or through your prayers, agape, being an angel, pilgrim sponsorship, candlelight/closing support
or your kind words of encouragement. My heartfelt thanks to all of you!  Our God is an AWESOME GodJ

I would like to personally give a BIG thanks to Barb Blanchard Mahoney, Sandy Hudson, and Pam Sterling.  These ladies and
I tackled re-organizing the community’s Emmaus trailer following the recent Face-to-Face Encounter held in Missoula.  Everything
was sorted and items needed for next spring’s walks were noted.  Pam utilized her long distance hauling tie-down skills and with
Sandy’s help, got everything secured.  Our thanks to Pat Mahoney who was kind enough to bring us lunch.  Job well done! 

De Colores!  Cheryl Bauer
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Greetings from the Upper Room:

Dear Emmaus Ministries Community Leaders and Members,

As we come to the end of 2019, on behalf of the Upper Room Emmaus Ministries Office Staff, I extend wishes for a
Merry Christmas and a blessed 2020. During the past year, in various ways you have demonstrated your commitment to
the building of God’s Kingdom through our program offerings. You have spent countless hours praying, planning, and
working with participants. In certain instances, you have given of yourself knowing that there would be no public
recognition of your contribution. And so, we give thanks for you, your ministry, and for the spirit of humility with which
you share. May God’s blessings be upon you and your loved ones today and always.

Yours in Christ’s service,

Stephane Brooks

Spiritual Director, Emmaus Ministries – on behalf of Emmaus Ministries Office Staff

Sponsorship 101 . . .paraphrased from the Walk to Emmaus Manual

. . .First, good sponsorship is the first act of agape before a Walk ever begins: the experience of the Walk for a pilgrim really
begins with how we handle sponsorship.

. . .Second, good sponsorship undergirds the whole weekend with sacrificial love on behalf of each pilgrim.  Sponsors use
discernment in recruiting pilgrims, embody the personal committment of the community to each pilgrim.  Acts of agape for
your pilgrim include prayer, agape letters, presence at Candlelight and Closing, and follow-up (more on this later).

 . . .Third, good sponsorship is the foundation of a healthy, effective Emmaus movement that is fulfilling it's true purpose: the
development of Christian leaders and the renewal of the church in ministry.

. . .Whom do we sponsor? Emmaus is for active Christians and members of churches whose own renewal will mean new
energy, commitment, and vision in the church and everyday environments for Christ's sake.  Those sponsored could include
the following-- church leaders, both pastors and laypersons.  Dependable churchmenbers who are the quiet backbone of the
church.  Less active members who need their awareness of grace rekindled and their comitments renewed.  Christians who
what to grow spiritually.  Members and leaders who represent a cross section of the church and who will help Emmaus
remain theologically sound, centered on the essentials of our common faith, and open to different perspectives.  Respected
laypersons and clergypersons whose participation, support, and leadership will encourage others to take the Walk and will
build a sound, balanced leadership base for the movement in the community.  Members of diverse congregations,
denominations, and ethic groups.

Some examples of questionable sponsorship:  •  Nonchristians-- we are not here to convert.  •  Christians whose theology
and/or practice is notably different or incompatible with the traditional theology and practice repesented by Walk to Emmaus. 
Remember Walk is a part of the The United Methodist tradition and although we have many shared beliefs, as an example we
ordain women and some faith backgrounds are opposed to that.  •  Christians who have special dietary restrictions and
Sabbath celebrations that the Emmaus experience cannot provide, members of groups who feel a need to defend the
uniqueness of their beliefs throughout the Walk, or persons who do not share belief in traditional doctrines of faith basic to
the major denominations of the church and to Emmaus.  •  Persons undergoing an emotional crisis or who are psychologically
unstable.  •  Church hoppers or members who have an axe to grind agains the church.  •  Persons who are always looking for
another spiritual high.

Responsibilities of the sponsor beyond that stated above:  Encourage the pilgrim in his or her Fourth Day involvement.  Help
them find a reunion group or start a new one.  Encourage them to attend the gatherings with you.  Help them reenter their
church and consider ways to act out new commitment and enthusiasm.  Inform the pilgrim of ways to serve the Emmaus
community and future walks.  Help the pilgrim sponsor others.  It is vital for a healthy Walk community that we do not treat
the Walk as a once a year event where we sponsor, work on the team, and then forget about it until the next year.  Prayer is
vital-- not only for the people we might sponsor, but also for the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus and the broader,
international, Walk to Emmaus Community. 
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Remember:  The upcoming Walks take place on the following dates:

April 23-26 (Men) and April 30-May 3 (Women) 

At Glacier Presbyterian Camp on the shores of Flathead Lake.

Team applications and pilgrim apps are available on our website:

www.westernmtwalk.com
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