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From the Community Spiritual Director— 

Many of our churches are now several weeks into the season of Lent.  The word “Lent” comes from on old 

English word that simply put, means “lengthen,” as in “the days lengthen.”  The days grow longer just like 

they do every springtime.  And as the days lengthen, Christians have for many years set aside this time for 

spiritual preparation to celebrate the passion, sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus. 

For a number of years, part of the invitation I offer to Lent, during the Ash Wednesday worship service, 

says, “I invite you in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent, by self-examination, penitence, prayer, 

fasting, and alms-giving.”  Lent therefore becomes a time to slow down and pray, to look closely at our lives 

in the light of the Grace we find in Jesus Christ, to see where and how we might like to change and grow, to 

give a little more, and to love a little more.   

Of course it's always the hope that these practices will grow us now and spill over into the rest of the year.   

After all, If I can pray and study and serve for 40 days, there’s an outside chance I can pray and study and 

serve for 365 days.  That’s why we meet in our 4th day groups and encourage on another in our prayer, and 

study, and action. 

There’s another reason for these spiritual practices—to prove, once again, over and over again, how much 

we rely on Grace.  The Lent Sourcebook (Baker, Kaehler, and Macer) says it this way 

“Coming back to baptism is hard work, like pruning vines, like plowing the earth, like the discipline of train-

ing for a contest. Of course, neither the hard work nor the training do the job. All of us, the faithful and the 

elect and the penitents, will learn this once again, when Lent is over, and we have failed but God has not.” 

I have found this to be true repeatedly in my journey.  No matter how much I pray and study and serve and 

worship, I fail, but God does not.  I rely on the gracious love of God in Christ to make me whole and com-

plete.  That’s why I study and pray and serve and try to grow.  To fail—and then to revel in the grace of God.  

Join me, will you? 

With hope and expectation, 

 

 

Rev. Derf Bergman 
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Dear Emmaus Sisters and Brothers, 

 Your Western Montana Walk to Emmaus Board of Directors has made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 

Men’s and Women’s Walk Weekends scheduled for April 23-26 and April 30-May 3 respectively.  This action was 

taken in response to the current Covid-19 concerns, the recognition of the very real vulnerability of our Emmaus com-

munity, and in accordance with the recommendation of the Upper Room Walk to Emmaus Ministry to cancel all walk 

events for the next 8 weeks. 

 At this point, our plan is to resume the Walk Weekend preparations next January for the 2021 Walks.  The week-

end Lay Directors, Tim Moore and Cheryl Bauer, have agreed to continue as LDs for the 2021 Walk to Emmaus week-

ends.  We hope to keep the current men’s and women’s teams together with current assignments and roles unchanged for 

the 2021 Walk events.  We acknowledge that we will lose some team members, but anticipate that this loss will be mini-

mal as our Emmaus community is a committed community. 

 All pilgrim fees will be fully refunded.  The current team has been apprised and given the option of: 

  1. Carrying over the fees already paid to next year. 

  2. Donating their fees to the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus to help fund the walks for next year. 

  3. To seek a refund.  

The W2E Board encourages team members to donate or carry over their fees to reduce the workload on Julie. 

 The Board would also like all team manuals returned as soon as possible.  They will be checked out again when we 

resume team meetings in 2021.  Arrangements have been made for several collection points for manual turn in: 

 North Valley–  contact John Sullivan at 406-844-2466  

 Mission UMC–  contact Derf Bergman at 406-853-3200 

 Missoula–  contact Cheryl Bauer at 760-379-0375 

 Bitterroot Valley– contact Tom Olson at 406-369-0866  

 Friends, we are in the midst of a difficult and uncertain time as we deal with the threat of this coronavirus.  Our rou-

tines are unsettled, our lives are disrupted, and our relationships are impacted.  But we shall endure and, with God’s help, 

we will be blessed and be a blessing to others. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Dean Diers 

Western Montana Walk to Emmaus Board of Directors Chair 

 

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.”     Isaiah 40:8 
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For those who wait 
In despair, 
In grief, 
In sorrow. 
You are comfort. 
You are strength. 

For those who wait 
In anxiety, 
In isolation, 
In loneliness. 
You are comfort. 
You are strength. 

For those who wait 
In tender hope, 
In tear-streaked sadness, 
In fearful anticipation. 
You are comfort. 
You are strength. 

Bless, Loving Healer, 
All those who wait. 
You are comfort. 
You are strength. 

Originally written 9/2018. Updated for us waiting and watching 

the unfolding of the COVID-19 pandemic. Find more blessings 

in Christ Beside Me, Christ Before Me: Celtic Blessings by Beth A. 

Richardson (Upper Room Books).  www.upperroom.org 

   

“I continue to dream and pray about a revival of 

holiness in our day that moves forth in mission and 

creates authentic community in which each person 

can be unleashed through the empowerment of the 

Spirit to fulfill God’s creational intentions.” 

-- Unknown 

It is with sadness that we acknowledge 

the passing of Dottie McCarty 

It is with joy we recognize she is now 

dancing and singing with our Lord. 

Our friend, Mary Ann Skrnich, announced that she is engaged and will be 

moving to Idaho.  Because of that she is hoping to rehome two of  her 

youngest cats with the same family.   

Please call Mary Ann at  406-880-1115 to adopt her kitties.  

https://upperroombooks.com/christbesidemechristwithinme/
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 We are not alone . . . 

     How are you coping?  Where are you finding inspiration?  Many of our churches  are practicing shelter in 

place to protect us from contracting disease.  With the number of cases continuing to rise, we must each do 

our part to “flatten the curve” and protect the most vulnerable among us.  Some churches are offering Bible 

study via the internet or phone in.  My pastor is offering drive through communion twice on Sunday’s.  Let’s 

get creative . . . We are the church, you and I.    

    Our pastors need to be ministered to as they are ministering to us.  This is a different situation than many 

have experienced .  Do what you can to ease their burden, but at the same time staying safe. 

    Don’t forget to continue to support your local church with your tithes.  You can still mail in a check or ar-

range to have bill pay from your bank account to the churches.  Talk to your finance chair or pastor.  They 

would be happy to assist you.  Just because the building is closed doesn’t mean the bills go away. 

    Yes this will probably impact Holy Week services.  I know pastors who are planning a Resurrection Service 

when we are able to once again worship side by side and face to face .  What a celebration to look forward to.       

    Praying for our healthcare workers, our nursing home residents, those among us who have temporarily lost 

their jobs, our kiddos who may not have internet to do school at home.  Gracious God, calm us, give us peace. 

A Story of Inspiration 

 

       Dr. Frank Rogers Jr., a professor at Claremont School of Theology in southern California, spent several years 

working with young people in the inner city areas of Los Angeles County.  He encouraged teens to tell their stories. 

      His program was so successful that on one occasion he was asked to be the keynote speaker at a gathering of clergy 

in Palm Springs. Renting an old bus, he set out with a small group of teens and headed for the conference. With Route 

10 stretching out before them, they got a flat tire right in the middle of a desert. Fortunately, there was a spare, but un-

fortunately, no jack. 

        Standing by the side of the road, Dr. Rogers attempted to flag down several cars-- three of which were driven by 

none other than the big shots of the church conference at which he was speaking.  

      Then a rattletrap of a rusty pickup passed by. It was full of migrant workers. The vehicle rolled to a stop and the 

migrants poured out. They quickly found a jack, changed the tire and refused any kind of payment.  As they piled back 

in the truck, Dr. Rogers asked the kids, "Did you see what happened here?" 

     "Yes," they replied, "We have a story." 

       Arriving a bit late at the conference, Dr. Rogers related the story to the crowded hall, with the students acting out 

the scene behind him. 

      The bishop came quickly forward and said, "Mea culpa. I didn't know you were one of us." 

       One of the teens quickly replied, "You're missing the whole point. There is no us." 

       And Dr. Rogers completed the thought with this: "We are all on the side of the road. We need each other to get 

where we want to go."                     

                                                                                    ~ Melina Silva 


