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There have been changes to your Board.  We have not been able 

to meet in person to approach people to serve on the board.  

Therefore the board agreed to the following:  

Dean Diers, board chair, asked the class rotating off in December 

2020 if they would serve another year.  All agreed. 

The board has appointed the following members who expressed 

their willingness to serve: Terry Wahl and Chuck Carlson were 

appointed in July 2020, and Ruth Johnson was appointed in 

December 2020. 

Current board members and classes include: 

Dean Diers, chair, 2021 ~ Stevensville 

David Reedy, vice chair,  2022 ~ Thompson Falls 

Julie Whitney, treasurer, 2021 ~ Big Fork 

joey diers, secretary, 2021 ~ Stevensville  

Tony Rivera, 2022 ~ Missoula 

John Farley, 2022 ~ Hamilton 

Dan Tripp, 2021 ~ Victor 

Tom Olson, 2022 ~ Hamilton 

Terry Wahl, 2023 ~  Florence 

Ruth Johnson, 2023 ~ Missoula 

Chuck Carlson, 2023 ~ Butte 

Rev Derf Bergman, Community Spiritual Director 

We are currently one board member short for the class of 2023.  

Our by-laws state we are to have a board of 13 or 15 people including 

the spiritual director.  Are you willing to serve? 

In October the board said they would send out a 
monthly reflection by email.  As you know, your 
editor is woefully behind.  I submit to you now for 
your pleasure: 

November 2020 Reflection by Dan Tripp: 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

I'm Dan Tripp a board member of the Walk to 

Emmaus:  Lets talk about Discipleship or lack of it. 

How many times in the last week did we miss the 

opportunity to share our love to someone? 

Jesus identified with others in their sorrow and joy. 

We need to learn how to listen. 

Lets have passion for those who need someone to 

cheer them on. Give them hope when they have no 

one else to listen. Jesus didn't promise them that it 

would be easy. He did promise he'd always be with 

you to help you get threw it. 

What can we do to promote a spirit of unity, 

among your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

Dear Emmaus Community, 

It has been awhile since we have published a newsletter.  A lot of work has been going on behind the scenes, first 

and foremost is the status of the walk weekends.  We are pleased to announce that we do have new Walk dates!  After 
much prayerful consideration your Board has decided to postpone the walks to spring 2022 due to lingering Covid 

concerns.  Both Cheryl Bauer and Tim Moore have graciously said they would continue to be the Lay Directors.  They 
have been in contact with their team members from the canceled 2020 walks and many, but not all, are willing to serve 

on the teams for next year. 

Drum Roll Please . . .   The men’s Walk will be held April 28 to May 1, 2022.  The Women’s Walk will be the 
following weekend, May 5 to May 8, 2022.  Please mark your calendars. 

Unfortunately another group was able to reserve one of our traditional Walk weekends.  We were left with three 

choices, each with their own set of difficulties.  One choice would have had 3 weeks between the men’s and women’s 
walk and we would have had to do a complete set-up and take-down for each Walk weekend.  The two choices with 

consecutive weekends closest to our normal timeframe spanned Mother’s Day and Memorial Day weekend.  After much 

prayerful consideration the board felt it important to hold the weekends consecutively.  The majority of the women’s 
team who responded to Cheryl’s poll voted in favor of having the Walk conclude on Sunday May 8, Mother’s Day.  Also, 

the majority of the board members voted in favor for Mother’s Day weekend as well. 

The walks are a year away.  Please hold the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus in your prayers. 



2 

 

Western Montana Walk to Emmaus & Face to Face Encounters 

February 2021 

Reflection from our Community Spiritual Director 

I love people.  I love being around people.  I love meeting new people.  This has been a big part of my 

life—this growing network of relationships that extend over time and place.  This is one of the reasons I love 

Emmaus; my connection with people from various communities that I might not otherwise have ever met. 

Over the years I have also worked hard at getting at least a little depth into my life.  I have worked hard 

to develop a prayer practice.  Participate in several small support and accountability groups.  When the 

weather is right, I spend a lot of time on my bicycle and in my vegetable garden.  If I am honestly on a 

growth stretch, I am alone practicing my guitar and mandolin.  (The drums don’t really call for attention.) 

These tools and practices have served me well during the months of the pandemic.  I have felt connected 

to God and people.  I have prayed and taken up Travis Picking.  The garden was great last summer, and the 

doctor says I can return to the bike in March. The winter months are coming so things may become more dif-

ficult.  But I think I’ll be fine—Jay is good company. 

As I have reflected on this, I have realized just how important the spiritual practices taught in Emmaus 

are to each of our walks with Jesus.  The life of prayer, study, and action sustain us.  Bible study, Christian 

reading, prayer, meditation, worship, small groups, communion, and serving others keep us close to God in 

Christ and growing in the faith.  Some of these are more difficult right now. But at the same time, we might 

have extra hours to devote to some of these practices. 

I know that if your spiritual practice pre-pandemic has been “going to church to see my friends” you are 

probably struggling spiritually right now.  Maybe this is a time for you to dust off the Bible, return to read-

ing the Upper Room, get back to your 4th Day group, or find something you can do alone and safely to serve 

your church or community.  Maybe you could learn Zoom to join that Bible Study or call your spiritual advi-

sor or your pastor.  Perhaps you could just sit quietly and be . . . in the presence of the Spirit. 

All in all, I hope this can be a time of growth for you.  I hope the fear, anxiety, and stress of these days do 

not cause you to wander from your first love.  I hope we all can hear the wisdom and comfort in those an-

cient words of Paul:  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 

4:6-7) 

With hope and expectation, 

 

Rev. Derf Bergman 

(406)853-3200 

revderf@gmail.com 
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Reflection from Tom Olson:  They Gave it All 

 One day a man walked into a jewelry store.  He saw this 

beautiful pearl.  And he loved it on first sight.  He loved it very 

much.  He asked the owner of the store “How much is it?”  The 

owner of the store said, “Well sir, this is the Pearl of Great Price, 

it’s very expensive.”  The buyer asked, “How much?”  The 

owner said, “A very large amount.”  The buyer said, “Well, do 

you think I can buy it?”  The seller said, “Of course you can buy 

it.  Everyone can buy it.”  The buyer said, “Didn’t you say it was 

very expensive?” The seller said, “Yes, it is very expensive.  It 

will cost you everything, everything you have.”  The buyer said, 

“Okay, I’ll buy it.”  The seller asked, “What do you have? Take 

a pen and paper and write down everything you have.”  The 

buyer said, “I have $10,000 in the bank.”  The seller said, “That 

is good, that money is mine.  What else do you have?”  They 

buyer said, “That’s all, nothing except the money in my wallet, 

10-20-50 dollars.”  The seller said, “That too is mine.  I’ll take 

the wallet, don’t count, just give me the wallet.  What else do 

you have?” “Nothing, that’s all.”  “That’s all? Where do you 

live?” “I live in my house.””Oh, you have a house? That’s mine 

too.”  “You mean you want me to live in my motorhome?” “Oh 

you have a motorhome? That’s mine also.”  The buyer said, “I’ll 

have to sleep in my car.” “You have a car?” “Yes, I have two of 

them.” “Wonderful.  Those are mine too.” “What more do you 

want— my wife and kids?” “Yes your wife and kids are mine. 

Treat them nicely or God’s judgment will come to you.”  The 

buyer said, “I have nothing left.  That is absolutely everything I 

have.  I have absolutely nothing more on this earth.”  The seller 

said, “Oh no, no, no, you have much more to give.  I want your 

heart.  I want your soul.  I want your mind.  I want your body.  I 

want your time.  I want your talent.  The very breath that you 

have in your lungs is mine.”    

Do you want to buy this beautiful pear?  Do you want to 

inherit the kingdom of God?  If so it will cost you everything 

that you have.  It will cost you more than most of us are willing 

to put forth. 

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ we have to forsake all, 

everything, to follow Jesus. The disciples forsook everything to 

follow our Lord and Savior. 

Everything for Him!! 

This is discipleship to the Nth degree.  Are you willing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Western Montana Walk to Emmaus (W2E) 

board will not meet again until March, hopefully in 

person if the infection rates continue to decline. 

There are a couple items needing your prayerful 

consideration:  First we are in need of five people to 

serve on the W2E Board.  One to fill out the class of 

2023 and then four people to fill out the class of 2024.  

The W2E board would prefer to hold elections rather 

than filling the classes by appointment.  The other 

item needing consideration is that of our Western 

Montana Walk to Emmaus historian.  Barb 

Blanchard, who has been our record keeper for many 

years, will be moving to Idaho with her husband, Pat 

Mahoney.  We need someone to be able to maintain 

the progression records so that our Walk to Emmaus 

can continue to grow and thrive. 

Please hold the next set of walks in your prayer.  

Keep in mind that the next communication will be by 

email only.  We will send out a reflection by a 

member of the board and try to keep you informed 

of any changes for the greater good of the 

community. 

Please, if you have an updated physical address 

or email or phone please contact joey diers, secretary.  

If you no longer wish to receive communications let 

joey know as well and she will remove you from the 

mailing list. 

 

De Colores! 
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The Western Montana Walk to Emmaus Board is pleased to announce our intent to hold Spring Walks 2022 at Glacier 

Presbyterian camp.  The dates are April 28 to May 1 for the Men’s Walk and May 5 to May 8 for the Women’s.   

I’m Dean Diers, chairperson for the Board of Directors for the Western Montana Walk to Emmaus.  I have 

good news to share with you, and a pressing concern for our Emmaus community.  The good news is that your 

BOD is close to it’s membership goal of 12 community persons serving in three, three year classes.  We still 

need one more person to join Chuck Carlson, Terry Wahl and Ruth Johnson to complete the Class of 2023.  In 

addition, we will need four more people to come onto the Board in January of 2022 as the class of 2024.  That 

is our pressing concern. 

I’m here to ask you to consider serving on the Western Montana W2E  BOD. We all have been touched by 

our Walk experience, we wouldn’t be here if that was not the case.  The upcoming Spring 2022 three day Walk 

to Emmaus, that is transformational, just doesn’t happen.  It is nurtured and supported by a healthy Board that 

works all year long to ensure we continue to have healthy Walks. If you would like to hear more about this or, 

would be willing to serve a three year term on our BOD, please talk to me or any Board member.  

W2E Newsletter 
Western Montana Walk to Emmaus 

PO Box 7676 

Missoula MT  59807-7676 

~ CHANGES OF ADDRESS ~ 

Bulk-rate mail is not forwarded.   

If your address changes, if we have it wrong,  

or if you no longer want to receive this newsletter,  

please let us know. 

Have a blessed Lenten Journey 2021! 

 Hi fellow Walkers., 

Normally this section of the newletter is left blank so that it becomes the address portion of the snail mail version.  

In times past I  have removed the snail mail portion and have given you some additional  commentary here, but I’m 

feeling a bit lazy.  I just received word from the publisher that they have received the snail mail files for the 99 printed 

copies that go out, so I am sending this on to you. 

In the fall we had sent out information for the Dennis Reese Memorial Fund via the postal service to everyone who 

receives the newsletter.  Several pieces of mail were returned as undeliverable and I have tried to reach out  to those  

returns for corrected addresses, but I am sure a few slipped through the cracks.  If you are reading this would you please 

do me a favor?  Send me a quick email to verify your physical address and/or updated  name change and phone number.  

If you have already done so, please disregard.  If not, please take a moment so that we may update our records. 

If you would like to be taken off the newsletter I understand, 

but please do Walk the courtesy of  asking to be removed from our  

mailing lists..  

 

We are so looking forward to resuming the Western Montana 

Walks in the spring of 2022.  Pray for sponsors,.  Pray for pilgrims, 

Pray for each other. 

DeColores! 


